MINUTES OF THE UPPER DEVERILLS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

held in the VILLAGE HALL on Wednesday, 11th March 2009

Present: 
Councillor Lady Wheeler (Chairman)

Councillors Blue, Fagan, Greenwood and Shuler

County Councillor de Rhe Philipe

WPC Caroline Wrght

Mrs Carole Noonan, Community Emergency Volunteer

Mr Albert Lee, Deputy CEV

2 members of the public

419.  Acceptance of apologies for absence – Councillor Mounde

420.  Open Session for members of the public 

· Members received information regarding the planning application at Burton Farm, Monkton Deverill.   Concern was expressed that the work required to clear unlicensed/untaxed vehicles, rubble and rubbish would not be carried out by June, as required by Planning Department and that the development work would only add to the general disarray of the area.  No drainage system had been shown on the plans, and the party wall and proximity of neighbouring properties had been omitted as had the third floor of the building.

· Problems with the River Deverill at Burton Farm which began around five years ago were also raised, including diversion of the river flow, the sluice gate and narrowing of the water run which had caused back-up in the past and which may have contributed to the floods on 13th December 2008.  It was claimed that riparian rights have been interfered with.  It was agreed by all parties that the Environment Agency (EA) needs to take full responsibility for the Deverill as a river rather than in its present status as a water course.

· WPC Wright asked if councillors were aware of the changes made in policing of West Wiltshire.  It was confirmed that details had been circulated.

421.  To receive declarations of interests – None declared
422.  To confirm and sign the minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 14th January were accepted as true records.  The financial statement was agreed.    

Proposed:   Councillor Blue  
Seconded:  Councillor Fagan

423.  Chairman’s Announcements

a. The Chairman asked members to try to ensure that the circulation box is returned to the clerk in time for meetings.

b. It was decided that the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Council Meeting will be held on 6th May 2009 at 7.00pm.

c. Councillor de Rhe Philipe advised that complete closure of the A303 would be the best way forward and would cause fewer problems than partial closure.  Councillor Blue queried the closure of the road in June 2009 and then in January-March 2010 and reported that InterRoute had not been informed of any decisions at this stage.

Councillor de Rhe Philipe left the meeting

424. Community Emergency Volunteer

The Chairman thanked Mrs Carole Noonan for taking on the role as Community Emergency Volunteer, and thanked Mr Albert Lee as her Deputy.  She was given two folders by the clerk and will be updating them further to check that people are still willing to be on the help list.
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425.  Broadband – update from Working Group

Councillor Greenwood reported on the work of the Broadband Action Group (BAG), which had carried out a survey in the community on the effectiveness and/or problems with Broadband service.  This will be reported in the Parish News.  A letter had been sent to Lord Carter, Minister for Communications, Technology & Broadcasting at the Dept of Business, Enterprise & Regulatory Reform, enclosing details of the survey results and a request for serious action.  This has been acknowledged and will be made public.  Mr Lee of BAG had contacted Mr Michael Dunn, South West Regional Manager BT, and was awaiting his response.  Details will be published on the village website and parishioners wishing to see the report may contact their councillors or visit the website.  Members expressed their thanks to the BAG for the detailed and excellent work carried out.

426.  Vice-Chairman – discussion on term appointment

Councillor Blue accepted the duty of vice-chairman, but expressed the wish that this not be a precursor for chairmanship.

427. Parish Steward – work to be undertaken in March

a. Marker posts at the junction of The Street/B3095, Monkton Deverill need repair

b. Painting of the railings at the Brixton Deverill bridge has not yet been carried out

c. Grit on the junction as “a” above needs clearing as it is causing skidding

d. Trimming around the village sign posts at Brixton and Kingston Deverills will make the villages look cared for and might encourage motorists to take notice

428.  Handrail at No 36 Kingston Deverill

The work on this will be ordered at the agreed figure of £170 as precepted 2009/10.

Councillor Fagan will let the neighbouring property owners know about this.





                    Action Councillor Fagan and Clerk

429. Planning – site meetings list

The list drawn up by Councillor Greenwood was agreed as entirely suitable.  Unitary and its new stipulations will present problems for small Parish Councils, in particular the stricter adherence to the 21-day limit for responding.  The Chairman is awaiting notes from the meeting held by Planning and Development Control held on 11th March.           Action Clerk

430.  Adoption of the River Deverill by the Environment Agency (EA)

Following a meeting with District Council, Councillor Shuler reported that the main problem is the definition of the Deverill River as a ‘water course’, due to its perceived size and historically not having been subject to flooding (until December last).  She advised that adoption is a lengthy process, but if the EA were to take on responsibility, the benefit would be in its powers which are stronger than those of the Local Authority and on its focus upon the river’s problems.  The Land Drainage Act 1991 cannot be enforced unless the river is reclassified.  Records relating to the Deverill River, originally held by the Rivers Authority were unfortunately not passed on to the EA nor West Wilts District Council.  It may be considered helpful to have a Working Group or a Warden to concentrate on this issue: a step which would be welcomed by the EA as it would have a known point of contact.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Shuler for her thorough report and requested a summary be placed in the Parish News.




   Action Councillor Shuler

431.  Reduction in number of drainage engineers – problems associated

Unitary is proposing to reduce the number of engineers from 4 to 1, but have not even at this late stage decided upon which one;  thus the current engineer responsible for the Wylye Valley may not retain his position.  The Scoping Report has made recommendations.  Councillor Blue queried whether there might be repercussions on riparian owners should the EA take over, but it proposed only to issue a general advice note to be sent to riparian owners.
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EA plans to bring its promotional vehicle to the Village Fete in July.  The Clerk will relay this information to the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee.
                       Action Clerk

A draft letter has been prepared by Councillor Shuler to send to West Wilts District Council.

Action Councillor Shuler and Clerk

Concern was expressed about flood water backing up at Whitecliff Farm, BD which could prove to be a serious problem for properties in Brixton Deverill.

432.  Planning

No objections had been raised to the following:

W/09/00362/TPO – Kingston House, KD

W/09/00375/LBC – removal of blockwork wall – 39 Kingston Deverill

The issue of the felling of a birch tree at Deepwater Cottage, Kingston Deverill was discussed.  The clerk confirmed that as it is not in a conservation area, planning consent would not be required.

09/00545/FUL and 09/100542/LBC – Burton Farm. MD

In principle, no objections are raised to this application, but it was agreed that mention be made to Planning Department that there is concern that enforcement is monitored regarding clearance of vehicles, rubble and rubbish prior to commencement of development work.

433.  Clerk’s report and correspondence received

a.
A letter and photographs had been received from the owner of 15 Whitepits, KD, who has referred his problem of an enforcement order to the Local Government Officer in Coventry.  This has been acknowledged.

b.
End of year accounts have been prepared and will be sent to members
c.
It had been reported that dogs in Kingston Deverill are continuing to cause a nuisance by barking for extended periods.  The Clerk will forward advice given by WPC Wright to contact Ms Annabel Wilkinson, Environmental Health Officer, to deal with this.

434. Matters raised by Councillors – for information only

Councillor Blue had circulated a report from the Traffic Action Group to members.  The Chairman thanked him for his ongoing attention to this issue.

435.  Items for Parish Newsletter and Noticeboards

The Chairman will inform the Newsletter Editor of the dates for the APM and ACM.

Councillor Shuler will prepare a summary of the River Deverill issue for the Newsletter.

Councillor Greenwood has liaised with Mr R Munro regarding a summary on BAG.

Action Councillors Lady Wheeler, Shuler and Greenwood

The meeting closed at 9.40pm

The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on

 Wednesday 6th May 2009 at 7.00pm, in Upper Deverills Village Hal

 to be followed by the Annual Council Meeting.  

All are welcome to attend.
